Keywords: aggression appeasement Macaca tonkeana polyadic interaction primate social tension Tonkean macaque Aggression is potentially disruptive for social groups. Although individuals witnessing a conflict are not directly threatened by aggressive interactions, the aftermath of aggression appears to be a period of social instability. We expected bystanders to respond to conflicts by affiliating with other group members and so reducing social tension. To test this hypothesis we collected data on two captive groups of Tonkean macaques, Macaca tonkeana. After an agonistic interaction, the behaviours of focal individuals uninvolved in the conflict were recorded over 5 min postconflict periods, for comparison with baseline periods. The results showed that bystanders were more likely to show affiliation during postconflict periods than in baselines. We found that affiliation occurred more frequently between individuals linked by friendship, whereas no significant effect of kinship appeared, which may be related to the open social relationships reported in Tonkean macaques. Females initiated affiliation sooner than males and conflicts involving physical contact were more quickly followed by affiliation between bystanders. Rates of scratching tended to decrease after the first affiliative interaction. None the less, few signs of anxiety were observed in bystanders. Our results reflect the high propensity of Tonkean macaques to appease others and stop aggression. This study demonstrates that postconflict affiliation occurs between bystanders in a species characterized by tolerant social relationships. It could be a pervasive means of social cohesion among primates. Ó
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Conflicts are potentially disruptive for the cohesion of social groups. They can escalate and propagate among group members. They can also damage social relationships and generate social tension. In many species it is common to see third parties intervene to support one of the opponents aggressively in agonistic interactions (nonhuman primates: Chapais 1995; dolphins, Tursiops sp. . In chimpanzees, Pan troglodytes, adversaries display side-directed behaviours towards bystanders to seek reassurance and take refuge (de Waal & van Hooff 1981; Fraser et al. 2008) . On the other hand, several mechanisms may reduce the spread of aggression (Aureli & de Waal 2000) . Greeting contacts between individuals help reduce social tension outside the agonistic context (Smuts & Watanabe 1990; Kutsukake et al. 2006) , and some interventions are specifically designed to control outbursts of aggression. In policing interactions, for instance, dominant males stop fights by acting against aggressors, while in peaceful interventions third parties appease opponents (Petit & Thierry 2000; Watts et al. 2000) .
Another way to reduce social disruption is to repair the damage induced by aggression. Reconciliation is a major tool in postconflict management. It is defined as the affiliative contact occurring after conflict between former opponents (de Waal & van Roosmalen 1979) . Several studies have shown that reconciliation reduces tension in both opponents and decreases the probability of renewed aggression; it also has the potential to restore disrupted social relations between individuals (Aureli et al. 2002) . Although third parties can spread conflicts by joining the fight to support allies, they can also buffer the consequences of aggression by addressing appeasing behaviours to the adversaries of their allies 
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